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Biodiversity is the diversity of plant 
and animal species in a natural 
environment. It is needed to 
sustain us and the ecosystems 
found on Earth. Biological diversity 
is continually threatened through 
human influences. Building roads, 
structures and homes displaces the 
natural wildlife from their habitats. 

In order to protect our native 
biological diversity the Canadian 
government has created the 
Species at Risk Act to protect the 

native wildlife populations within 
Canada. This act was passed in 
2003 to provide legal protection 
to wildlife by preventing extinction 
and aiding in the recovery of 
endangered wildlife communities.  

The Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources has developed a 
database to monitor the local 
diversity within Ontario. This 
database contains a ranking 
system for species found in Ontario 
based on their diversity with levels 
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of diversity ranging from presumed 
extirpated (SX) to secure (S). 

Although the legislation and data 
collection are being monitored 
by government organizations, 
all Canadians can help through 
conservation and stewardship. The 
following pages outline some of the 
native plant species that are at risk 
in dune landscapes along Lake 
Huron.  Please protect these species 
by preserving and caring for their 
sensitive dune habitat.  
A

Agropyron
psammophilum 

Great Lakes 
        Wheat Grass	

 Bromus inermis ssp.
pumpellianus

    Pumpelly’s Brome
	

 Asclepias viridiflora

     Green Milkweed

Calamovilfa longifolia 
var. magna

   Long-Leaved Sand    	
	   Reed      		

              Cirsium hillii

          Hill’s Thistle



			 

 
        d u n e  p l a n t i n g  g u i d e      36

					   
	 	          
Appendix A - Rare and At Risk Species 

Corispermum hookeri

           Bugseed  		

Liatris cylindracea

  Ontario Blazing-star
	 	

Pterospora andromeda

        Pine Drops	

	          
     	     plant information

      Hymenoxys acaulis

      Lakeside Daisy

 Lithiospermum
caroliniense

     	    Plains
           Puccoon

Cyripedium pubescens
var. pubescens

 Large Yellow
       Lady’s Slipper		

Cirsium pitcheri

      Pitcher’s Thistle 	
	

 Lithiospermum
incisium

     Narrow-Leaved
          Puccoon

Solidago hispida

    Hairy Goldenrod

Solidago ptarmicoides

       Upland White 
         Goldenrod
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Beware of Invasives
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InvasivesBeware of
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Beware of Invasives


